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STANLEY EDWARD WELTER.

called az 2 wvitnezs bv the Flaintitft. Faitne
first duly =zworn, was cxamined and test i red as
follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. MASON:

R

Good morning, Mr. Welter. My name 153 Stévo
Mason. I'm representing the United States
Environmental Frotection Agency.

I'm going to be asking vou some gquestions
todav about yvour emplovment an& some occurrences
cut at the Elkhart rail vard.

Would vou please tell us your fulléname for
the record.

Stanlev Edwaﬁd Welter.
What is vour address, Mr, Welter?
What is Your.telephone nuﬁber?

I want to ask vou if vou’'ve ever provided

deposition testimonyv betfore?

No .
Have you ever testified in a trial?
No .

Do vyou understand that vou’'ve taken an oath




LO

11

(%S
(&3]

today and that the answers vou provide to my'
questions ind the quesztioans of theze other
gentlemen have te be true and vorrect to the
best wf vour knowledoe.
Yes.,
Did vou recelve a notice of deposition in the
mail ffom the government, or were vou provkded o
notice of deposition for todav?
For today, no. I.was notified over the phone.
Who notified vou over the phone?
1 think ¥you {(indicating}.

MR. ERMILIO: Counsel.

THE WITNESS: Counsel.

BY MR. MASON:

o

Wwere vou asked to loock at and see if vou had anv
records regarding yvour employvment at the Elkhart
rail vard?

Yes.

Do vou have any records?

I have no records, no.;

Have'you brepared any notes or any memoranida
concerning this deposition todav?

No.

Have vyou reviewed any documents wha;soever?

No.
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Have vou had discuszicon:z: with anvone regufdzng
the deposition todav?
No .
Have vou talked with any furmer.empiuveo; bt
rail vard concerning occurrences at ths rail
vard during yvour emplovment there, =specially
with regard to the contamination at the Vafd.
No .
1 wént to ask vou some quéstions just to get a
picture of vour personal history.

Where did vou attend high school™
Micshawaka High School.
bid wvou éraduafe?
I did.
bid rou éttend college”
No, 1 didn’t. .
Have you ever had any training or specialized
instruction for the use of hazardous materials”
No.
What was vour first Job after high school”
Out of high school?” Oh, my. Bercliff
Industries,.
When did you first start working at the rail
vard?

1958.




Who was your emplover at that time"

Oh, let's zee,. Harlan Wiczarnt.

Who were vcou working tor. Who cwned the rail
vard at‘that time’

At that time?

Right .

New York <entral.

Were ?ou working for New York Central at the
time it became Penn Central?

Yes.

Do ‘you femember approximately what vear that
happened”

Oh, let’s see. It was in the late '8Us.

What was vour last day out at the rai; vard’
My last day?

Yes. Are vou still working at the rail vard?
Oh, yes, I'm still emploved.

What's vour current.position?

Carman. |

‘When }ou first started working at the rail vard
in 1958, what was your position at that time”
"Well, I guess [ was called a carman. [ worked
at the cleanout ‘for about a month or two and
then went directly to the rip track.

What were vour responsibilities as a carman’
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Repair rollina =zvock.

And what do veuw mean by repair rollinz zrock

Wheels, brakes beams, weldinu. necve=zzarcy

teps, 2grab i1rons, whatev:ir,

(0]

appl{catlon o 3111
What are ;rab irons”
G;Sb handles to &rab onto and hold onte whén
vou're stepping on a car.

DPid vou do work on the actual car itself”

oh, ves, sure.

What kind of repairs would be done to the cap?
Whatever was required.

Can vou provide an example?

weli, vou're talking about now or just
progressively through the years?

Yes, Just progressively through the vears.
Basic wheel change, periodic air brake work} - -
which was every four years at that time --
wheels would get damaged or worn out. What
glse? We changed journal bearings.

What are jdurnal bearings”

It's a shaped'be&ring th;t sets on top of the=
axle within a box -- contained within a box --

and it lubricates the axle as it turns.

‘And you'say vou replaced them?

Yes.
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Why would they need to be replaced!

They were dune periodically, for wear. And the
as they Lecame 2 betrter product, they werpre put

in when needed, changeld when needed.,

So was there a rezular interval at khich.those

needed to be replaced, or were thev inspected ¢
see 1f they were in good order’
There was a periodic change, ves, periodic
change of lubrication and changing the.compound
that saturated the oil and héld the oil.
Do vou recall how often”
It was a four-year plan then, a four-vear
periodic change,

Of éourse. everything 1is wheel bearings
now ..
when vou first started working at the car shop,
who Qas yvour imﬁediate supervisor?
The general foreman was Harlan Wiegarnt.
As general fopeman, what was he in charge of,
just the car shop?
Yes, sir,.
Have you had other positions ég the rail yard?
No .
So vou've been a carman throughout vour

employment there?

9]
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Correct.

And did vou 1nspect carz alzuv as parv. or yﬁur
Job?

NO .

who would do the insﬁections?

well, we have inspectors oug in fhe vard whers
trains are dispatched, and they do the dailvx
inspection of trains, getting them prepar=d to
dispatch.

Are they employed through the car shop’

Yes.

Did you have occasion to have to do repairs on
tanker cars?

I repair every déy on cars, ves.

What kinds of repairs would be done.on a tanker
car?

Wheels, brake beams, running boards, depending

-on whatever they come in for, loose runnine

boards.

Did you éver do repairs on valves?

No.

What about repairs on panels?

No. |

If the car needéd'to be repaired, how wogld that

be brought to vour attention as a car man”




1 A How would 1t b+ Lbrougzht (o mr attanticn.
2 G Right.
3 A Well, they are put auln;lu531ficétion tracks and
4 then breught 1nto .the.ri1p area to be repaired,
3 daily.
) Q And is there something that's placed on the car.
i or do s ou recei§e a report from an 1nspzctor
8 that 1dentifies that Caf?
) A There's an identification'tag put on the‘car,.a
Lo paper tag, by the inspector that issued the
ll. defécﬁ. |
12 o iAnd would that tag identify the repairs that it
13 needed or --
14 A That particular i1tem that'he found, vyes, that he
15 : felt was defective.
i6 Q When would that tag be put on a car, where
17 approximately in the yard would that first
18 happen?
19 A Wherever it was discovered -- the defect. When
20. : the train is made up, they inspect the trains
21 for defects.
22 Q \Where would that most likely firsg hapéen - -
23 where it would be discovered? In the inbound
24 track or what?
25 A Well, it is now. Back then, in t he outbognds.
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"Back thesu’ being what tim= period:
Early '30s -- late "3us, oaviy "Sus.
Soe in the earls "50x. 13 it vour recoliection

that -trains would not be inspecied a. thev CLrs=t
came onto-the vard?”
Well, no. I hired in in "58, so L can’'t speak
for the eafly ’505.. I'm sorrv. Thev were
inspected as theylwere made up.
tcu’'ll have to help me. I'm not real.familiar
with the operations.

When it's made up, what_do vou mean by-
that? \
The trains are brought from the classification
vard, Cars are put together on tracks, either
eastbound or westbound. And then our men wouid

N

inspect them.

"While they are on the outbound tracks?”

While thef.are on those outbound tracks getting
ﬁhem ready to dispatch.

Do you know approximatel} when that practice
chaqged so that trainé were'inspected as they
came onto the vard:

No, I do not.

Do you ever recall doing repairs on cars that

might have been damaged on the yard while thevy
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were beling muvel arcund’

Yeah.

In what situations might that c¢ar have be=an
damaged”

Hump damage.

And describe, ir vou weould, for ﬁe h2>w hump
daﬁage would occur.

Well, do you know what a hump is?

Basically, I do, but why don't vou explain it to
me as vyou perceilive it?

Well. this is a classification, and the hump

leads to 72 tracks. And thev're dispatched to
thoge tracks trom this one hump. And sometimes
there's Jdamage, sometimes not.

What situation would cause the damage”

I don't know becauée I'm not working in that
vic1nipy. I'm’a half mile, a mile awéy from the
classification vard so I don't see those
situations.

But did you ever hear about -- [ mean, vyou would
go and look at a car that might be damaged
during humping; is that correct?

No, I do not teave my working facility. I stay

~in the rip track,.

But if a car was damaged during the humping
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process and came to the ~ar shop. would veou know

. how it was damaged?

No, I would not.
You.- wouldn't talk to the inspector’
I am there to repair the damage that is there or

replace whatever needs to be replaced. I'm not

. involved in 1inspection.

Would there be anything on the car.identifvinz
that this car_needed repair that would say how.
it was damaged?

No .

But vou've heard about cars being damaged by
humping” |

I've seen cars that were damageﬂ.'

By humping?’

1]
—_
2]
i
>

I have to assume that’'s what it was. How
what-kinds of damage would occur to a car.during
humping? |
Oh, ladders bent, sill steps bent.
And whatfs a sill step”
It just hangs down from the car that vou- put-
vour foot in for safety purposes.

Uncouplihg levers, some minor end damages.
End damage, is that to . like the wheel assembly,

or would that be to the car itself, to the box
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or the tank"”

No. It just mean:z the walk board acrosz the
end.

Did you ever see a car that had its actual baoxy
or thé ac&ual tank that was damaged as a result
of humping?

Not as a result of humping, no.

Did vyou ever hear about a car that had been torn
open or a tank that had been damaged as a result
of humping’

Yes,

When would that have been, 1o you recall?

Late ‘dus. |

Lo vou knﬁw what kind of c¢ar it was?’

It was.a taﬁk car.

How did vou hear about that?

It was on the track I'm designated to work on
the day -- the foliowing da&. qvidently.

So the track that you were to work on. what
would that be? )

Track eight in the rip track.

And what 's thé rip track area’

It consists o.t' four, five, six, seven, eight

tracks: four within a building, and the other

three are outlying tracks.
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And "within a builaingz,’ h?iut Fuilding wenlld
that be?

The repair facility.

or the car shop!’

Lvar shop.

So_did tHe trdéks actually 2o into the car zhap’
They do.

This tank ca? that vou mentionéd on your track,
what was the damage done ﬁo it7

The end was split.,

Could vou describe for me what vou mean by
"split”?

The end cap was split in the center and
stretched open. .

Whét's the 2nd cap?

The‘one end of a tank car has a cap on 1it. Itz
a cylinder, whatevér size diameter the cér is.
And the cap on the end is a welded cap on that
end -- or on each end of the car.

And you said it was split?

It was split,.

Was it split énough to be able to see into the
car itself? | |

You could.

Was there anything coming out of the split?
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Do you Know whether there ware anxy conlant s L
the tank'

i do not, no.

o vou recall any conversations aboutbt how that
happened: how Lﬁe tank was split”

No, I do not.

De vou recal,l éeeing anything on the tank car.
any labeling, that would identifyv what was in
it? Lo

th when [ saw it, no.

What about 1ts destination?

I don't know.

Do vou knbw what repairs you did do to that tank

car.

We straightened safetv appliances that were bent

and prepared it to leave for its destination or
back to its owner, thchever.

So what kind of repairs wege done to the gnd?
None. |

Why would that bLe?

I have no idea. We were told what to do and
what they wanted done on it and that's what we
did.

Who would have told you that?
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The general toreman,
That is Mr. Wiegarnt?”
That’'s Mr. Wiegarnt.
Ndw, did vou tell me that vou understood thar 1t
was damaged during humping?’
I do not know if it was.
50 --
¢ .
1 didn't see the car until the damage had teon
done, so I don't know.
S50 basically, then, you're sort of assuming that
that’s when it would hgve been damaged was
during-humping or somewhere in the vard?
Well, [ can’'t assume that because I didn’t see
the car when it entered the vard.
But yoﬁ mentioned earlier, though, that vou
recali that this particuLar tank car was damaged
whilé humping. I'm just trying to figure ocut --
MR. CUNNINGHAM: Objection. I don’t
think he said that.
No, I did not. . - -
MR. CUNNINGHAM: I don’'t like to
'objeét, Steve, except in severevcases} But
I think he stated thaé he made an

assumption to the effect but did not see

any car that was damaged.
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MR. MASCN: fhat s whar I was rtrving ty
find out.
MR. CUNNINGHAM: uo ahead.
MR. MASON:

So after this tank car would have keen repairead,
where would it go7
Back to the owner, I assume.
What would'be vour follow-up respons{bilxties
after the repair? |
1 have no.followﬁup résponsibilities; Mine 1is
just repair.
wWould vou fill out a form that the repair was
done.
No .
Do vou know whether a form would be tilled out
that the fepair was done” |
Local supervision would have biiling on itj ves.
Do you kﬁow who would have handled that; which
‘individual?
Not at the time, no, I can’t femember.
And again, you believe that this was in the late
'608?
Yes.
Can vyou be any more spécific?

No, jhst late '60s.
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What other soubsg waould v perforh ;n conne: o
with working in the car st

I do repair anﬁ welding.,

Did you ever work =n the Qrecking Trew.

As an extra pevsen I 4d4i1d. ves.

Do vou know approximately'how many times’ s 1«
pretty infrequent?

Yeah, it was. Because everybody at that time
had mucho seniority more than I did.

Do vou recail working on any wrecks in the late
"60s”T ! |

NQ.

And working for the wrecking crew, what would be
veur jobk

Ground man.

What would that involve?

Cable hauling and hooking to cars thét were ofr
the track. |

How would a wreéked car be handled?

In what respect?

. If there was major damage done to a car, what

would the wrecking crew do?
The wrecking crew's job was to put the cars back

on the track and thev were taken to whatever

vicinity the wreck was in -- the closest car shop.
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1 ) The closest <ar shop. Wam there more than one
5 A sure.,

I d fvontinuing ! -- area on the rairl vard whera

3 ‘there were repairz done’

5 A In Elkhart?

T W Yes. )

8 A No, just one.

9' Q What 1f a car was too badly damaged to'be re -
19 . railed, what would happen to it?
il A It would be loaded on a flét car.

12 R~ and then' do vou know what would happen to it
13 ‘ then?

L4 A | After disposifion. it was either sent to

15 " whatever disposition was requested, to.either
16 the campany owner or salvage.

17 W Do vou recall any accidents involving tank cars
18 that you.worked on as part'of a wreckiﬁg crew?
ly A No.
20 Q Do you recall sort of the general time frame Qf
21 when you first would have been a part.of A
22 wrecking crew’”
23 | A Let's see. Probably ’72).’73, '74, around that
24 ||  time.

25 Q Were employees in the car shop divided into
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speciaLtiesf

No.

Were there people that were 2lectricians by
trade’ |

Thev are not part of the car shop. no.

Where do they work out of?

They ére separate from us. They have their own
fécility, their own group of people.

Do you know what the gfoup is called?

They don't <come under our Jjurisdiction, under
car craft jurisdiction,.

Now, has that been the same pattern Quring yvour
employment at the rail yard?

Yes, it's alwavs been that wav.

id you ever; as an employee of the car shop, do
electrical repairs”

No .,

- So as I understand it, electrical repairs would

not be done through the car shop?

No.

In connection with the repairs that you did do
in the car shop, did you ever use liquid
materials during the repairs to clean parts”?
Yes.

Do &ou know what they were?
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No. Cleaning rlurds, 13 atl.

What gpecifically would theze c<cleantin: fluidz b=

'used for:

We used to clean btoxes, which are the Jjournal

boxes, When we did the pericvdic

changeover,

pads and new brass, we would blow ottt the

with an air and solvent gun.
You would blow it out.

A catch pan under.

‘interior residue, the old oil, the old water,

Would there be --

What would vou use to blow it out with?

It was designed gun with a collecting tube --

one with air, one with solvent -

3
collected into a 3ingle tube.

So it was like a hose?

- and it

Yeah, it was a hose with a wand on the end.

So the air would come from what,

\

a compressor tank?

there would be

We had major compressors. yes, that supplied

air.

And you said that a solvent #as
fhe air; is that correct?
That's correct.

How was the sdlvent contained?

container was 1t in?

combined with

What kind of
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I don't know. It was an overhead svstem 1 hat
come from a supply tank.
So there was a tank uyp above?

No . There was a tank 1n the buillding somewhs=

i
—
3

“ould you see the tank.
That was not my department. That was handted bv
the storehduse. They did all.purchasing and
filling of those supplies, and we just'used t he
material. |
Was there a speeial track where journal boxes
would be cleaned:
No .,
S50 Jjust --
Indiscriminately, all four tracks.
Now . aré all four tracks contained wiﬁhin the

]
car shop? :
Three within thé building. cne outside the
building. ”
Now, the one oqtside of the building, would that
receive anv particular type of repair?
Mostly open—top ftoads, which would.be anvthing
like lumber, piping, flat iron, an?thing pdt on
a flat car.

What was the car shop floor like?

Cement floor.
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So tHe'track would run through the cement floor:
Yes.

Would oil from the journal Eux«s or from anv
srther source accumulate on the tLoorT 

Sure,

Would that be cleaned?

Feriodically.

De yvou know how often approximately’

Oh, twice a month probably, depending on the

severity of it.

Do vyou ever recall.a practice where, when
Journal boxes were cleaned, there might not have
been a catch pan underneath it?” Did you ever
see that?

Did I éver sée thaté I can’'t say no because,
ves, 1 had seen it.

Yyou had seen where journal boxes would be
cleaned without a catch pan; is that ¢orrect?
Sure.

And if a catch pan was used, would that ccilect
all the material that was used in cleaning the
jJournal boxes, or would there be some that would
just be lost?

Most of the time, vyes.

What would happen with the contents of the catch
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pan’

It would be dumped 1in

a reclaim or

What kind of area, like a drum”

Yeah, thev have drums.

recyaole

e vou know what would happen tc that”

No., I doen't,

Now, as 1 understand it, vyou mentioned that

there was a solvent used to c¢clean the journal

boxes: 1s that correct?

Jorrect.

Do vou know that it was a solvent’

Well, 1 really don't,

and air itself would

Do vyou know the name

Whose responsibility
the tank was full of

Stores department.,

How would they fill the tank,

but i1t did a

not clean it.

cleaning Jjob

of the material?

would it be to

this solvent?

OQut of 55-gallon drums.

do you know’

Where would those drums come from on the v

Waé there a storehouse for those material

Stores department had those materials, ve

Was that a separate building?

vl

4]

ard?’

Well, it's part of our building, but it's a

insure that
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separate department.
So the stores area i3 avctually within the cuar
shop?
Yes,
Does that have a rwoof over 1t?
No .
S0 it's open?
Yes.
And was 1t open since --
Since the fard was built.
S50 how are the drums stored, do vou recall?
Were theyv stacked?
Yeah, they were stacked.
Do vou recall the names_of any emplovees who
were in the étores department while vou were
working in the car shop”
Npt back then, no.
What about in the ;fOs?
No. Mdst of them are deceased.
We were talking about how thec(car shop floor
might be cleaned.
What process was used to clean the car shop
floor?
We put down a cleaning fluid and let it sét_for

an hour or two hours, g0 out and hose it down
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with water.
Do you know what cleaning fluitd was used”
No, 1 don"t;
was 1t the same material that was uzed in the
air/sclvent mixture for the Jjournal baoves:
No. ,
How wogld the cleaning fluid be put on thé
floor:
It.wds just dispensedvout of 55-gallon drums
with a wand.
Do vou recall any labels on these drums?
No. There were labels, bgt I don’t remember
what they =aid.
And vou don't remember what the cleaner was
called%
No, I don't.
Does the term “Class-C solvents” ring a bLell”
No .

MR. CUNNINGHAM: The ansQer is no’

THE WITNESS: No.

BY MR. MASON:

Q

Do you recall whether or not that cleaner had a
particular smell or an odor to 11t?
The only thing. I remember is it was brown 1in

color.
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Now, this brown-colored cleaner, was
when ycu started working at the rail
‘587
NO

About 50, [’4 sayv, or scmevhere

early '60s.

1t use-t

vard in

=
jon
m

in

Do you recall what might have been used betors

Y

that, befcre the early 60s

The plant was so new that we took better care of

it then, I guess. We were not quite

so liberal

with leaving stuff on the floor. We used to

clean it daily.

Whose responsibility would it have been to clean

the floor?

[t was done on 2 weekend by the car crew that

was there on the weekend.

So that track wasn’t assigned to any one

specific person?

No .

t

Did you actually participate in cleaning the

floor?

I did.

vard and were cleaning'the floor, do

whether you wore protective clothing

At any time while vyou were emplo&ed at the rail

vyou recall

or not?
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Only what vou narmally wvear in a daxv's m:H%. e
had uniforms or suits.
Do vou remember there being any shange in the
materials that were used to clean the tlsor:
Are vou speaking of néw or back then-
Well, vyou stated that vou had used fhis brown
material in the early '60s.

Do rou recall when the use of that was
digcontinued cor stopped, if it ever was?’

It was stopped in the late 7U0s, early '80s.

Lo you remember how that material would be

"switched over? Would you be told we'‘re no

longer going to use material "X," we're going ﬁo
use.material "Y~5 De vou recall that?
No.
So who would make that decision?
Whoever was 1in charge of the faéiiity at that
time,
And by "in charge of the facility at that time,
do you mean in charge of the car shop?
Yes.

: .
I think you stated that Mr. Wiegarnt was in
charge of the car shop when you started: is that
cbrrect?

That’'s correct.
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Who followed Mr. Wisgarnt”
Oh, I can't tell =¥ocu. {t’s been tou many vears
ago. : : ] .

o you recall who was in charge of the <ar shop

'in the mid to late '70s"

No, I'm sorry, [ don't.
Now, vyou.stated that. in cledning out Journal
boxes there was an air/solvent mixture.

Did that process chaﬁge'at any time while
vou were working in the car shop to whefe you
were using something'different to clean journal
boxes?”

No. The process changed when roller besarings
come into play.

What time period was that”?

A Y

Late '70s -- early '70s, about 74 or '75, '78,
soméwhere around there we begin to see more
roller bearings.

But did there continue to be cars that had
journal boxes after thgt time?

Yes.

And would they continue to be cleaned out with
this air/solvent mixture?

No.

What would be used?
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They then went to an intezrarted pai wi1th a
séonge, and there was no residue from that then,
[t was selt-contained, and thuse wére uhanged.
when necessary.

So there was a pad actually 1nside the journal
box?

Yes.

and then how -would that be cleaned”

They were.pre—lubricated. And when 1t become
necessary, when they become torn or dry of oil,
then thev would be replaced with new pads.

Was there any need or were any cleanihg
operations done to the journal boxes with the
pad 1n there?l

No.

Hgve you ever heafd of a material called (CE or
tr;chloroethylene?

Not in relation to my job. I'Qe heard of it.
ves.

Have you ever heard of it at the Elkhart vard?
No. |

You have heard of it in connection with any
apills at.the rail yard at any time?

No .,

What about carbon tetrachloride? Have vou ever
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heard of that term berore?

I’ve heard the rterm.

Have you ever heard of itlin connection with
be 1ng uéed at cthe Elkhart rail vard?

No.

Have you ever heard of 1t in connection with

spills at the Elkhart vard at any time?

No.

At any time while you were working in the car
shop, did you ever know about drums or drum
contents being buried at the rail vard?
No .
What about buried tank cars? Have you ever s
a buried tank car at the rail yard”
There were two.,
Where were they buried?”
Within the compounds_of the repair facility.
"Wi;hin t he cémpoundé.” What do vyou mean-by
that?
Well, say, a mile square area. They were .
adJacent to the car faéility.

And they did have underground fuel tanks
also.

How close to the car'shob building were the

.buried tdank cars’

It

any

een
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A thousand feet.

Do you know when thev were huriedg?

.They were put in when the vard «wvas built.

['"m not talking akout the undergr-ound tuel

tanks. I'm talking about the tank =ar

i

The tank cars were put in when the vard was
built.
How do you know that?

[

Thew were there. The yard was kbuilt in '57 --
well, almost finished in ’ST. and they were
there then.

And you started working at the rail vard when?
I started in April of '58, and they were there
when [ hired in. |

So from the first day you.walked on the rail
vard, vou saw buried tank -- you saw the cars?
Not the first déy, no.

Well, do you remember approximately -

The track that I worked on was adjacent -- was
the closest track to where these tanks were, and
they were thére.

At that time when vou first worked at the rail
yvard, what did yvou see? I mean, what ﬁart of

the tank car could you see?

Only the dome.
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Do you know whvy tihese tank cars were Liuri. d
1 do net. no.
Did you ever have any discussion with anvons
about those tank ocars?
Only kiddingly, saving they were starm satfer v
areas.
Do wvou knﬁw what was in those tank cars’
Te my knowledge, there was never anvthing in
there., They were always empty.
MR.'MASON: I don’'t have anvthing
further,

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. CUNNINGHAM:

@

Mr. welter, I'm Mr. Pierce Cﬁnniﬁgham. 1
represént Penn Central, one of your former
emplovers. I'm certainly glad to meet vou
today.

I want to ask.you Just a few gquestions
since you've ﬁad such a lengthy stay at the
Elkhart yard.

Am I correct in assuming that you have been
at the Elkhart yard since 1958 continucusly
until the present time?

That is correct.

And in summary, you’vé basically worked for
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three employvers there, at least, First tne Mew

York Central Railwayv, wnhich became morged with

Penn Central scmetime. [ guess. 1n the mid 'sus.
Then vou worked for the tenn “entral torporation
or the Penn tCentral Railway. Then when tenn

Central went into bankruptcy and transferred the

land, vou began to work for Conrail. Is that

correct?

That's.correct.

Have I left any emplovers out?

No. ,

Lef’s look back for a moment to 1958.
Do you recall who the terminal

superintendent was then?

No, I'm sorry, I don't.

Maybe you would know thé terminal superintendent

in the late '60s abdut the time you recatll

haviné repaired a tank car with a split in 1it?

No .

Do you know any of the names of the terminal

superintendents from 1965 to the present?

No. Because 1 don't meet them. |

What is generally the terminal superintendent’s

responsibility? Are they the chief operating

officer on the scene, so to speak?”
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I would sav c., ves.
Do they zet all the reports and funnel the
informatipn that's important itack to
'hiladelphia or the central oftice:; is that wour
understanding?”

I don't know wha; their responsibility is e cept
dispatching of trains and moving them in -he
vard.

You do recall a Harlan Wiegarnt who was your
foreman, as I understand it} in the car shop; is
that correct?

Yes.

And it’s_also my understahding that for the
majoritv of the time that you’ve.been emploved
at Elkhart, that you were .in the car shop,; 1z
that right?

That’'s correct.

And I don’t want t§ get into dreat distinctions,
but you also were a member of the wreck crew
which was -- was that associated with the car
shop too?

That is part of the car shop, yes.

Have you had any other jobs while you've been at

Elkhart other than with the car shop?

No.
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In the late '6is, about the time that vou have
this recollection of a tank car with an end <ap
split, was Mr. Wiegarnt then yourlsupervisor ar
foreman?

I can't remember for sure. We 've had many

changes.

Do you recall during the period 1963 to 1979 who
your car shdp foremen were during that perio«d:
No , |
Do vou recall any of the names?
oh, my. My mind is blank. We've had so many.
Can you gi#e me a few names during that period?
No, I’'m sorry, I can’t.
Going back to those days, it's very hard to
recall.anything, really, isn't it?

MR. ERMILIO: Objection.

For me.

BY MR. CUNNINGHAM:

Q@

o > O »

Do you recall an employee by the name of (Claude
Brewton?

No.

Do you know a Mr. (laude Brewton?

No, I don’'t.

Just covering a few of the points that Mr. Mason

_had asked you about regarding this damaged tank
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car.

It'’s mv understanding -- anad [ would ike
the recora to be clear on this, and feel frees tu
expaﬁd whatever way you need to -- thait vou di1d

not observe any accident with anyv tanl car at
any time Jduring the late '60s as a res&lt of anv
humping operation; is that correct or not’

A That 1s correct. I did not observe that.

) So that any tank car that youlmay have repaired
during that period, as far as the causation df
the damaze to that tank car, vou have no
uﬁderstaﬁding with respect to causatioh?

A 1 have no knowledge, no.

w S0 that any conclusion that would'suggest that
the tank car was damaged as a result of a
humping operation would Se conjecture or
speculation, correct?

"MR. ERMILIO: Objection. .\n}"
conclusion?

BY MR. CUNNINGHAM:

Q With respect to the damage to the tank car would
be purely speculative or conjecture?

MR. ERMILIO: oObjection. On the part
of who?-

A On my part?




BY MR. CUNNINGHAM:

Q@ Yes.

A Yes.

(] Lt is fdrther my underztanding that vou 1.4 npot
know the namelof the owner of that tank car: am

I correct”?.

A You're correct,

Q Nor did vou fill out any paperwork wi;h respect
to that tank car?

A Thqt's correct.

? | Nor did you know whether or not that tank car
ever had anvthing in it at all; isn't that
correc;?

A  That's correct.

wQ Nof did vou know wheré that ﬁank'car came from;

am I correct with respect to that?

A That’s correct.,

@ Nor where it was going?

A That’s.correct, too.

Q And it is further my understanding that vou had

rep#ired over the vears in various wavs other
tank cars; is ihét correct?

A That’s correct.

. Q Let’s talk about tank cars. If there was major

damage to a4 tank car, that was often not dcone at
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Elkhart at all, was it7

We 've had cars that had to be loaded. ves.

And it is my understanding from other.witheSEES
that the reason that significant, major,
expensive woark was not done was that the
permission of the owner of the tank car w~ouid be
required, because 1if work was done at Elkhart
the owner would.be charged fér that; is that
right”

Correct.

It is further my understanding from other
witnesses -- and correct me if I’m wrong -- that
the expensive, major work was generally not done
at the Eikhart vard; 1s that yvour understanding
too?

Well, I guess it depends on the disposition of
the company, the owner, as to what we did.
There were other facilities that had more
equipment so as to take care of major damage: is
that correct?

Eastern shops were much larger than we are, ves.
And can you name some of those shéf§?

Onl& that they;re in Pennsylvania.

Altoona?

Altoona is8 one, yes.
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Now, they did major repairs; iz that cor
I've not been there, but that 3 mwv
understanding.

Also in answer, 1 think, to Mr. Mason's

question, you sald, I have no recall of

major derailments.

That’s when they go off the réils?
Right.

Now, this end cap sblit situation didn’t
going off the rail or involve-any of the
crew, did it?7

I don;t kn9&. I didn't see it,

So what you rgcall was a tank car that h
actually been brought into the shop?

Had been brought into the ghop, yes,

And who else worked on that?

rercr

Any tank

car wrecks. That would be in connection with, |
guess, the'wrecking crew,

And that would have been in 72 to '7T4; i3
that correct’
Not in our yvard facility, no.
And a wreck is something that is geﬁerally
‘described as a derailment -- a wreck?-
To me, a wréck consists of any number of cars.
A wrecking crew is only called when they have

involve

wreck

ad
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Scott Barner.

Have you talked with him ubout this.

No, we doﬁ’t discuss things.like that,

when vou did that reparr, Jld Vo ﬁctualty lonk
inside the tank car?

I suppoée we peeked in the end of it, ves.

[I'm aszsking you 1t vou recall having done that
vourselt?

l_can’t say for sure,.

Do vou recall any particular odor as a result éf
the werk that you did that would have emanated
from the inside of that tank car?

No .

Did you observe any contents inside -that tank:

car.

No.

Did you ask aﬁybody what brought about -- strike
that.

Did you ask anvbody abéut the circumstances.
of the damage to that tank car that vou
repaired?

Not in particul;r, no.
What about not in particular?
Superfision probably instructed us what he

wanted done,'and we talked about the car and did
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what we were toid te do.

Was there anythinyg =132 about thal - ar or its
repair that veu haven't told us about:

No . |

So that's all vou know about it then:

That’s.it.

And it's m& understandinsg the answer to Mrc.
Mason's guestion was that vou never observed a
carbon teﬁrachloride spill at any time from 1958
to the present at the Elkhart Yard in any place;
is that right?

I have not observed a spill, no.

There was none in connection with this 1989
event that yoﬁ can recall; is that correct?
orrect.

Do you recall whether or not that tank car,
because of the Severity of the damage to it, W s
ever put on a flat car and taken any place else’
No. We repaired what we could-on the safety
appliances, and the next day we come in and it
was gone,

How big was the s;lit?

Oh, prébably 18 inches long and -- I don’'t know
-- in the ﬁeighborhood'of an inch and a half,

maybe, wide,

{
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Was it sufficientls split te allouw the rcontants

to have been spilted’

I would sayv res.
But vou didn't see anv spill.
[ did neot.
Nor do vou know whether 1t was filled comihg Ln
or at anytime at kKlkhart; i=s that correct.
Was it full when it entered Elkhart? [s that
what vou're saving? |
Right.
1 don't know.
And yvyou could not say whether it was empty
coming into the vard?
No, I could not say that e;ther;
So as far aé vyou're concerned, it could have
been empty boming in?
It's possible.
Just haye no knowledge at all about thatf
No, I have no knowledge at all.
That’'s what I want to find out.

Do you know Mr. Melvin Thimler?
Yes.
Have you had_di;cuSSions with him about that?
Melvin is retired.

And he lives in Arizona?
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I don’t know where he lives. but he comes anj

goes, 1 3gues

u

He worked in the car =hop"

Yes.

He was a fellow emplovee of wours’

No. He was management, a supervisor and general
foreman, |

if [ told wou that [ had a'conversation with him
in which he indicated that jJournal boxes were
cleaned énd that there was a:great deal of care
utilized with.respect to the cleaning of journal
boxes by means of the use of catch pans, would
that be consistent with what you've said today?

MR. MASON: What time period are we
talking about here?

MR. CUNNINGHAM: We're talking about afr
all times when jcurnal boxes were cleaned
at the Elkhart vard.

Mr. Thimler has a better memory than me then.
Catch pans were used, ves, The&_were adeguate,
but there was some spillage, suré‘

But they tried to do the best they could there;
is that right”

Qh. absoLutely.

There was not a disregard, was there?
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We worked thereo, wWe took care2 of it as be:z
possible.

He 1indicated to me that trthers was no real’

-d1sregard for anyv rules or sluppy practices with

that

7]

regard to'the use of these materials; i
vour understanding, tco’

If that’s what he said, that's what he ;aid.
I;m asking vou whatryou.know.

As far as I know,. there was no disregard, vyes.
And 1t was also not clear to me, apparently no§
clear to you either, what the maferials you
talked about for cleaning the Jjournal boxes
were”

No. I wasn’f -~ [ didn't do the ordering,

didn't do any purchasing, so I don’t know what

they bought.

When it came in contact with your skin, it
didn’t bother you, did it?

No .

The material that you described, [ believe, as a

brown-colored cleaner that was used to clean the

flbor; was different, [ think you>testified,

from the material that was used to clean the
Journal boxes? Am 1 right about that?

Yes, that's true,.
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Q Could the material that you describad as forown
in color and a cleaner. could that havs beepn o
soap of some kind?’

A [t was a soapv emulsion of =ome soft.

W 1 don't want to put wofds in vour mcuth.

Was i; more like a soap to vou than a
solvent”

A I don't know.

MR. ERMILIO: Are we talking about the
floor cleaner?

MR. CUNNINGHAM: Yes.

THE WITNESS: I don't know. It’s
something that set for several hours, then
we washed it off.

BY MR. CUNNINGHAM{

(W] And when you did that, you used boots, did vou?”

A Some men did. They didn't want to.get.their
shoes damaged or wet,

Q Did it ever bother you, the material that went

on the floor that was hosed off?

Did it ever bother me?

-Yes.

In what respect?

Ph&sically.

> O > O >

No.
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Burn your eves c¢r anvthine like that?

No.

Sting your hand:z:, nothinz like tha%f

NO

You indicated that beginning 1n 333 when vouw
first began to work at the vard that vaou
observed two buried tank cars, mavbe not the
firét day vou were there but as vou began to
work there you found that out; is that right?
Correct.

What was the size or were the sizes of those
buried tank cars?

Oh, [ would guess 40 feet in length.

C“ould vou see the outline so aé to be able to
measure it?

No. All you could see was the dome.

How did you know they were 40 feet?

Well, at that time, that was basically the 3ize
of.most cars.

Did you ever climb down in therg or anyvthing
like that~

No .

Ever look through the dome?

Opened the dome and looked in, ves.

Anything in there when you looked in?
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Emptyv.

What department would have been rezpaonsihble for
the care and maintenance ot those tank cars, ﬁo
v know? |

L don'ﬁ know. They were within the ~ar
compound, but I don't know.

As far as vou know, though, they were never usod

1]

by the car hop?

Never used.

Are they'still there?x

One is gone,. They took one out because they

changed the configuration of the area where it
|

was. I think one.is still there. I'm not

pogitive about that.

How deép were they?

Well, the only thing that was showing was the

dome, and they’re usually about three foot tall

on thé ﬁop of the car,_éo it stuck out about a

foot out of the ground.

What is your estimate as to how deep the hole

was to bury them?

Ten feet.

Are you a#are of any leaks that occurred

involving those tank carsg?

No.
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Q Because as far as :ou were uvencerned, nothing

ever went in there?’

A No. They were empty.

W Do you know what their purpouse was”

a No, I do hot. ~

Q You mentioned the words “"storm safety areas.’

What does that mean?

A Just something tossed around by the workers, I
gue ss.
Q@ Does anybody else know about those tank cars

that were buried?

3 I’'m sure everyvone did back in those days.

Q@ Anybody around now that you know of that had
anyth;ng to dé Q%th those tank cars?

A No.

'MR. CUNNINGHAM: That's all I have for
now. Thank you. Maybe I'll have some
other questibns after Mr. Ermilio finishes
questioning you. | \

CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. ERMILIO:
Q Mr. Welter, vou said you did not discuss this
deposition with any one of your co-workers
before foday; is that correct? ;

\

A Only as to know who was Picked to come up. I
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knew Scott bEarner was and there waz a var:
perscn in tﬁe office when they calle=4 Lim 1n
too. There was a discuszsion over the pheone as
te when 1| sghould appear.

Pid vou discuss the substance ot the deposition.
No .

Did vou dischss the substance of vour deposition
with any of vour fellbw workers or former vard
employee; who have already beén deposed?

No.

There's been a lot of talk todav about a tank

.car that was damaged in the late '60s and you

worked in repairing that car.
¥hy do you remember that? why does that

stick out in your mind from your many years 1in
the car shop”?
I-dpn’t know . I guess because of the crack in
the end 6f it.
Have fou ever éeen another tank car damaged like
that?
No.
So that was unique?.
You could say unique, yes.

| MR. CUNNINGHAM; You could say it, Jim,

but he doesn’t say it.
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MR. ERMILIG:

g Pierce.

appreciate that,

Have you seen another tank car damaged in that

manner since 19’

Not in that manner, no.

Did anycne work on that

Mr. Barner?

I don’t remember.

Did vyou use a blow torch or any

car other than vou and

No. We straightened everything colq, as best we

could.

Why was that?

We were told that's the way they wanted it done.

Wwho told vou that?

The supervisor.

What does "cold” mean?

Without heat, straightening with pry bars and

levers and things to get them out to some

respectable distance, pulling with a chain,

whatever.

Did you ever see the contents of

or anything similar being dumped

yard?

NOO

Did you ever see any other waste

55-gallon drums

at the Elkhard

being dumped at
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the yard?”

A No.

Q@ Returning to journal boxes on the Zars that vou
dlLscussed earlier today, vou described the air

and the solvent combination that was used to
clean out journal boxes.
When was that last used?

A The eariy ’'70s.

o - Can vou give me a year approximately?
A '73 or so.

Q . And after that, was that particular solvent ever
used again?
A No.

Was it used --

Q:\

MR. MASON: Excuse me, Ape vou taiking
about whether it was ever used in the car |
shop again? He would only know whether it
was used in the car shop.

"Is that correct?
THE WITNESS: To my knowledge, it was
‘not ever used in the car shop after that.
BY MR, ERMILIO:
Q Are you aware of that solvenﬁ being used
anywhere else at the &ard?

A No .
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You described that a1z a sclvent that was

= uzed r
cléan the journal boxes?
At that time -- well. even now -- 1 uﬁderstand
the solvent aé a cleaning solution. And, ves,

that's what we were using, so | termed it
solvents,
Do you know why that solvent was no longer used

after 19757

By that time, roller bearing§ were pretty

prevalent and, as I said, we had a self-
contained pad, and it wasn't required. We might
wipé the boxes dry with a rag if they were
contaminated in any way. They were better
sealed so there was no water or contamination
that cbuld get iﬁ them.

Talking about 1975 and earlier when you used
this solvent Qnd the air combination to clean
the journal boxes,.what affect would that 
cleaning process have on the car shop floor, if
any?

It would make the car shop floor dirty. It
sprayed over the containment pans.

Was the car shop floor dirtier during the time
that you used that solvent and air cleaning

process in the journal boxes as compared to when
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you no loneer used those tuwao:
Sure, absolutely.
why is that”
Well, even 1f we spill a little oil or rezidus
or grease or Qirt or water combination, 1t ,just
seems to adhere to concrete, |
Wﬁuld the solvént get onto the concrete?
Some.
You then discussed the cleaning process for the
car shep floor.

Wwhat would happen to the floor cleaner th;t
vou applied to £he floor”
It would have just be. washed off the concrete

onto stone or dirt at either end df the

building.

Then where would it go?

Appareﬁtly,‘siphon down through the ground.

And how about the o0il or solvents or grease,
where did they go0?

Whatever residue was there went right along with
the soap and the water.

Did you ever see any aerosol cans being used’

Only spray paint.

How about cleaners?

No.
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Were there any drums of waste liquids stors1 iy
the car shop areav

I don't know what the storehouse did with them.

50 vou're not aware of anv’

We might accumulate three or four cn a gkid, andg
~they would dispose of 1it. Theay would take themn

avay from cur 1mmediate area. What tﬁey did

with 1t, I don't know.
But vou're not éware of disposal or emptying of
the drums at the vard?
vh, no.
MR. ERMILIO: 1 have no other questions
at this peint.
MR. MASON: [ have a few follow-uyp
questiohs.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
MR. MASON: |
Mr. Welter, f would liké'to g0 back again to
this tank car business. |
Was there anything or any other repairs you
did to that tank car that would suggest to vou
.that those repairs were caused by derailment
that might have occurred during, humping? I
mean, I understand you testified that you've

repaired or worked on cars that were damaged by
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humping; is that correct’ Lon't let me misstate
your teétimony..

1 have worked on cars that were damaged in
humping,_yes.

And did anvthing vou see sn this tank car bear
any resemblance or similarity to those other
accidents, those other repairs that were dona’
lel, a bent grab iron is a bent grab ironu. You
know, 1it’'s hard to khow how or why it impacted
or whether it was impacted.

Is the grab iron on the rear of a car?

Theyv are on the ends of the car, on the sides of
the car; on the sides of the tank. They’re
necessary equipment for someone to climb the
car.

Was there any damage to the coupling on this
tank caf?

No, not to my knowledge.

Had you been asked to'repair the split in the
end cap, would your car shop have had the

capabllity to do that?

'No.

So it would have been that the job was too big
or --

They.juat didn't have the proper facilities to
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do 1t,
Wgs there anvthing on the car, a repait arder
torm or anything that would identifv who fthe

perscn was that inspected it and found the
split?
Not when [ seen the car, no..
Was there any other form affixed toe the car that
might indicate that contents were lost?
No .
The material that was used to clean the car shop
floor, do you know whether that could Have been
a mixture of soap and solvent?
ﬁo. I don't know what the chemical composition
was. I just know that it was a cleaning fluid
that we used.
So vyou didn’t have any involvement in preparing
that for use in the car shop?
No.
Now, with regard'to the buried tank cars, I
believe you testified in response to Mr.
Cunningham’s question that you looked inside the
dome,

Could you see the entire interior of the
tank car?

Just what was -- you could see straight down is
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all,

_Could you 32e the botrtom of the car:

You could see the beottom.

Were there any tears or ruptures:

‘Not that [ could see.

" So 1t appeared to be intact?

It was intact.

Did you shine a light in the tank car?

No . It wasn't necessary.

So just bf'opening the top, the entife inside
was 11t up to where you could see everything; is
that correct?

The . hatch opening i3 basically about,loh; 14 to
15 inches in diameter on that age of car. And 1
just bbened up the whole 1lid. It’s_like a
manhole cover almost.

When you did the repairs to the tank car that
had the_split in the end cap, you mentioned that
you did that cold; is that correct?

Tﬁat’s correct.

Were those repairs things that you normally

would have used a blow torch or heat to

“accomplish, or could have used a blow torch or

heat to accomplish?

Could have used, yes.
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And would it have heen =ither normal practioe op
normal procedure td have used heat?

The nature of man, ves: maké It as easyv as
posgible.

But_you were instructed not-te use heat:

We were instructed not to use heat.

Do you know who gave you that particular
instruction?

Our immediate supervisorf

Do.you recall who that was?

No, I don't.

And I'belicvé Mr. Barner was involved in that
also; 1is that correct?

That's correct.

Is it your opinion that there was a reason whv

heat wasn’'t used? Do yvyou have any opinicn about

that?

Why heat wasn’t used?

Right.

I don’t know what the reason was they told us
not to use heat.

Do you recall having any opinion:or any surprise
at that directive, that requesﬁ?

No, nﬁt'really.

I would like to ask a couple more questions on
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the journal boxes, 1 vou 2an stand it.

The purpbse again of cléanipg the journal
boxes, was that tao remove debfis and acocumulated
nil?

At that time, thev had periodic maintenance,
which it [ remember right waé a four-vear or.——
no, I'm sorfy. two years ob some and three vears
on others, jepending on the disposition of the
box and the size and that sort of thing. And

when that time frame come due, they were
H

- changed.

Now, 1f I were to characterize that process as
degreasing, would that be accurate?

Not really. Some used solvent, some onlf took
air. A lot of times you'didn’t have to use
solvent.

So how would you determine whether solvent
needed to be used?.

Depending on what residue vou found within the
box after the material wés taken out.

And tha£ residue would ndrmally consist of what?”
Oh, grit, dirt, water.

And some grease?

Some oil.

This wand that was used in cleaning the Jjournal
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boxes, did it have At an/otft switch’

It.had triggers} thumb triggers.

Did they leak?

No . They were pretty well maintatned.

Did vou ever see a practice where..while someone
was cleaning out journal boxes, the wand might
go astray and --

I can’'t recall.

Now, [ believe you stated that the contents of
the cgtch ﬁans that were used in the journal
boxes were put into drums’

Yes.

And were those drums stored in the car shop for
any pgriod of time?

Like 1 said, they were taken away by the

" storehouse. What their directive was, [ don't

know. I &on't know if they loaded them and
shipped them 3omewhere or what.

Were they opén-topped drums?

No . They were sealed. They were when we were
ﬁsing them, but they sealed them.

But they wevre open so that catch pans could be
poured in them; is that right?

Yes.

Do you recail at any time whether those
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panticulér drums of 5olven§ were ever knoolked
over.by a forklift or whatever?
I can’t recall.
MR MASON: I have no further
questions.
MR. CUNNINGHAM: I just héve a tew
more, Mr. Welter

RECROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR .. CUNNINGHAM:

3

& » O » O

This buried tank car has nothing to do, does it,
Mr . Welter, with any drums that may have been
stored on site; that is, southwest of the car
éhop? |

No'.

Were you aware of any drums that had been-stored
there, southwest of the car shop”? Do vyou Kknow
wﬁere thét is? |

That’s an open area. Haé been for many vears.
Did you observe any drums in that area?

No.

Do you know Mr. Kirk"”

Yes.

Have you had any discussions with him about an
allgged incident supposedly involving a hundred

drums that may have been stored to the southwest
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of the car shoep that had been dumped during
Conrail ownership~® Do vyou know anvthing about

that?

Do vou Know anybody that in1ows anvithing abour
that?

No, [ do not.

Afaln, with respect to the tank car repqir in
the late '60s, does Mr. Barner know any more

about that incident than you do?

I don't know.

You don't know who your supervisor was at that
time?
No, I don't.

and you don't know what yvear this was?

It was the late '60s. That'’s all I can tell
vou. I don’t catalog this stuff. I just work
‘there.:

So it could have been 1966; is that right?

I can’t say ves or no ﬁo that.

Could have been '67, right?

Could have been. In the late '60s is all I can
tell you.

I mean, you just can't pin it down, right?

I can’t put a specific date on it, no.
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1 Q Could it have hteen 'iu or '71°7
2 A I don’'t know.
3 Q Because you can’t pin it down, right:
4 A Right.
3 Q Could have been before '653, right?
6 A I haye no specific date for that.
7 W | Could have been '76, right?
S A It could have been, I suppose. I have no
4 specific date.
10 Q You're being very honest., I appreciate that
11 very much. |
12 I;’s my understanding that there was no
13 _ coupling damage to that. Is that how you Eecall
14 it?
15 A To my recollection, there was none, no.
16 W And the split would not be dgscribed as a
17 puncture, would it?
18 A There was no other damage to the structure of
19 _ the car, no.
20 Q But it didn’'t resulf from another coupling
21 striking the front, did it?
22 | A It didn’t show any visible signs of that.
23 Q There was no:other car that you can recall that
24 was associated with that damage and was
25 repaired?
‘
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We only had that one car, = [ don’t know
whether there was or not.

And you indicated also -~ and 1 wasn't clear on

this -- that there were no proper facilities to

tix the end cap.

What do you mean by that?

well, federal regulations don’t allow vou to

repair something like that. The entire cap has
to be replaced.
oh, [ see what vou mean.

:Do vou have any idea, Mr. Welter, in the
years that you were in the car shop, how ﬁany
tank cars you repaired? |
Pardeon?’

How many taﬁk cars you would have personally
been inQolved with the repair of7 -

Many. -

Over a hundred?

No, I wouldn't say that many.

What ﬁould.be vour besﬁ estimate”

oh, 75, 50, somewhere around in there, over the
years. |

And if I were to take you backlahd try to make
you recall what typés of damage'fhere were to

those 75 tank cars, you wouldn't have any 1dea
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what those typez of repairs would be, would von.
Many times 1t was running toards, manv times
Just loose running buoards, loose-grab irons,
things like that that are satety appliances that
have to bé secure so someone can use them
safely;

Or if vou went back and looked at every one of
thoze 75, you would have a difficult time
telling me what parts of that tank car would
have been damaged and what parts were okéy;
isn't that true?

Oh, yes, I couldn’'t tell you that.

Just one other thing. With regard to the
journal boxes, vou recall that 1 téld ybu that |
discussed this with Mr. Thimler.

Hé stated that he would always place a pan
under the journal and the box. And this pan, he
says, caught approximately 90‘percent of the
dirt, solvent, and waste, and whatever else
might have come out of the Joupnal box, that the
excess material was dumped in a waste contalner
and carried away.

Is that basically your undérstanding of
what happened during those years when journal:

boxes were cleaned?
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"Basically correct, ves.

MR. CUNNINGHAM: T have nothing
further. |
Thank you;

RECROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. ERMILIO:

@

Returning to the solvent that was used to clean
the journal boxes, vou told me it was no longer

used after the early '70s or ’'75, do.you know

whether that solvent was used after '76, during.

Conrail time?
Not to my knowledge. We didn't use it as a
product that we h;a in the past, no. To my
knowledgg, it was not being used anywﬂere.
So the use of that solvenp terminated in 75 or
prior to '767? |
I would say so, yes.
Returning once again to that damaged tank car.
In response to Mr. Mason's questiéns at the
beginning of.the day, you said your best
recollection was that that occurred in the late
'60s.
‘Is that your best recollection?
It is. |

Is there any reason why you say it was the late
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'60s rather than last vear or anv other time"
No, no particular other reason.
MR. ERMILIO: 1 havé no other
questions.
MR. CUNNINGHAM: I have nothing
further,
MR. MASON: I have just one more
question.

FURTHER EXAMINATION

BY MR. MASON:

Q

I thought you said earlier tﬁat after '75 that
there was still a need to clean Journal bbxeS'on
older cars, cars that hadn't had the new
bearings. Is that correct?

We cleﬁned them, yes. “We stiil do today. There
aré a few running around with Jjournal boxes
still.,

And any_timg after 1975, would the air/solvent
mixture continued to have been used for those
journal boxes?

No.

Again, what-was used after that to clean t he
boxes?

At that time, they were using a self-contained

pad within a material, sponge within a soft-
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cloth material, and the+ were Fre—lubricated.
We took out whatewver was there, cleaned the hox
with a rag, and inserted the new pad, and we
were back in business;

MR. MASON: Nothing turther.

MR. CUNNINGHAM: That’s all.

MR. ERMILI1O: Thank you. That's all.

We’ll read and sign.

{Deposition concluded at 11:00 o’clock a.m.)

+ + + 000 + + +

‘Stanley Edward Welter

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before

me this day of __ ' y

A-D-,

Notary Public, State of Indiana
County of Residence:

My Commission Expires:
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CERTlFICATf

I, Lois &A. Schoenbeck, a Notary Public 1in
and for the c<ounty of Porter and State of Indiana.
do hevreby certity there appeared before me at the
said time and place STANLEY EDWARD WELTER. who was
first duly sworn by me to testify the truth, the
whole truth’, and nothing but the.truth to gquestions=z
propounded at the taking of the foregoing
deposition.

I further certify that I then and there
repocrted in machine shorthand the proceedings at the
said time and place; that thé proceedings were then
reduéed to typewriting from my original shorthand
notes; and that the foregoing typewritten transcript
is a true and correct record thereof.

I further certify that the Heposition was
read and signed in the presence of a duly authorized
officer. _ |

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have here;nto set my

hand and affixed my notarial seal this day of

A/ B

Lois A. Schoenbeck, Notary Public
State of Indiana, Porter County

My Commission Expires 08-19-94






